
Week 3 ELA 
 

  
Day 1: 
Answering 
the questions 
for: 
My Name: 

1:  The tone is one of sadness and disappointment—she doesn’t like her name:  words that 
give tone: muddy, sadness, waiting, sobbing, too many letters. 
 
2:  The author is creating the image again of “waiting”, which is almost the opposite of hope 
because she keeps waiting for something, but doesn’t happen.  With Esperanza, it is just 
the wait without the reward.  
 
3:  She talks about her grandmother was strong but didn’t have control over her own life. 
Esperanza feels the same way.  
 
4:  The names she picks have a sense of excitement and mystery.  She wants to express 
that about herself.  
 
 

Day 1: 
Answering 
the 
Questions for 
Comedian 
Hasan 
Minhaj 
Explains Why 
He Corrected 
Ellen 
DeGeneres' 
Pronunciatio
n of His 
Name 
 

1.  Hasan Minhaj says “I remember when I first started comedy, at the first open mics, 
there was this host,” he recalled. “You’d write your name down and he’d be like, ‘Look, 
man, nobody’s going to be able to pronounce this. You’ve got to change your name.'” 
“So for like, two months I’d go to open mics and I was Sean,” he continued.”  He felt 
like he needed to be “American” in order to be accepted.  

2. His mother cringed and he felt the embarrassment of, in a sense, hiding his culture just 
to be accepted.  He might have felt that he was, in a sense disrespecting her and his 
father for all they had given him.  

3.  Hasan mentions that his father just wanted him to take advantage of the opportunity 
he had been given to be introduced to the country on a popular show instead of 
arguing with the host about his name.  His father might have felt that he risked not 
being invited on other shows or seeming like he was difficult to work with.  

4. Hasan’s family immigrated from another country, are Muslim and had had to make a 
lot of sacrifices for Hasan and his sister to live more “American” lives especially after 
9/11 when they faced increased racism.  For Hasan, he is trying to “live” which means 
to go beyond just trying to survive—it means being able to demand and expect more 
because he knows he IS American.  

 
Day 2  
Answering 
questions for 
Two Names, 
Two Worlds 
by Jonathan 
Rodriguez 

1. The shift in his name symbolizes the different parts of his identity.   A.  A.  He starts 
with Jon which is very Americanized  

      B.  Jonathan Rodriguez with no accent is the Americanized version of his Latino Name 
      C.  The last version of his name is pronounced with the accent and emphasizes the 

Latino part of his identity.  
 
2. His two worlds are the Americanized or Anglo world and the Latino world of his 

culture.  
 
3. Some of the assumptions that could be made that he says are not true include:  

e’s not a “smooth Latin cat” because his head is always “in the clouds, my nose in a comic 
book” 

e can’t dance Merengue, Bachata or Salsa 



4:  Some things that might surprise people—same as above—He can’t dance traditional 
Latin dances, he’s a nerd, he’s an introvert, he likes comic books, he is not smooth 
with girls.  

5.  He knows that because he is a mix of two cultures, it might be hard to fit in with either 
one because he is different.  

6. Rodriguez starts to see the beauty of being a mixture of cultures and that he is more 
than just one thing, but instead something different that combines the best of both 
cultures.  

7. He is choosing to define his own identity instead of having others define him.  Instead 
of just being “Dominican” or just be “American”—he is a lot of different things---an 
introvert, a comic book lover, et 

 
Day 2: 
Writing a Bio 
Poem: 

See Sample 

Day 3: 
Annotating 
Poem: 
Identity 

Stanza 1:  Let other people be like flowers—pampered and taken care of and loved, but 
still trapped—not free.  
Stanza 2:  
I’d rather be considered ugly and not wanted, but allowed to be free and strong.  
 
Stanza 3:  
I’d rather be strong and independent, to be able to feel and experience things , to be able 
to share my thoughts and ideas and experience the world.  
 
Stanza 4:  
I’d rather be ignored by others, and even rejected by them, than to have to play by 
everyone else’s rules and expectations.  I don’t want to be just another person in the 
crowd, where everyone is praised and told they are good, but for the benefit of others.  
 
Stanza 5;  
I’d rather be considered ugly and wrong than to be considered beautiful and not be allowed 
to be strong and free and independent.  

 
Day 3: 
Answer the 
questions 
about the 
Poem: 
Identity 

1.  They and them refers to other people—people who follow the crowd or allow others 
to tell them what to think, believe and do.  

Words that indicate that he does not respect them or want to be like them is when he 
repeats “he’d rather be” or  when he describes them as ”harnessed” , “guarded”, as 
being “handled” and “plucked” which indicates that they are being manipulated and 
have to be like everyone else in order to be considered beautiful.  

 
2.  Being a weed, to him, means that he isn’t following what society expects of him, 

but instead being himself and being free. 
3. There are various examples of imagery:  They may include:  

“Harnessed to a pot of dirt”. Literally this makes you picture the flower being tied down into 
the dirt.   “like an eagle, wind wavering above high jagged rocks”. The eagle 
symbolizes freedom and being out in the wind, he is defying others’ expectations. 
To have “broken through the surface of stone, To live, to feel exposed…”.  Means 
that he had to break through a lot of limitations in order to be free and be able to 



experience the world the way he wants to.  “Carrying my soul, my seed, Beyond the 
mountains of time or into the abyss of the bizarre”—again, he is able to go where 
he wants and experience what he wants—he is living by his own beliefs and 
interests.   “…handled, and plucked By greedy, human hands”—here he is 
describing people who live by other people’s expectations—they are manipulated 
for the pleasure or convenience of other people.  

4.  Breaking through the surface of the stone shows the strength of the weed and how 
it has extra challenges to break through in order to be free and independent.   The 
weed doesn’t get taken care of, it lives in SPITE of others but it ends up free and 
strong.  

5. When he says he’d rather, the author is emphasizing that he has and is living his 
own choices, not the expectations of others.  

6. He is choosing his own identity.  
Day 4: 
Reading and 
answering 
questions 
about “The 
Rose That 
Grew From 
Concrete” 

1.  Nature’s law would say that something beautiful and something that is considered 
delicate, like a rose, should be able to survive in a harsh environment—it should 
need to be taken care of and pampered, but this Rose has broken through those 
expectations and has been able to not only survive but grow.  

2.  It kept ahold of its dreams.  By always keeping true to it’s dream, the rose has 
been able to be strong, persistent and free.  

3. The fresh air represents freedom and also a sense of accomplishment and 
success.  

4. Shakur’s image of a rose emphasizes that struggle and the strength that it takes to 
work through struggle is actually what makes you beautiful and strong.  

5. The rose in example for others, that if you are born into difficult circumstances and 
experience struggle,  

6. Answers can include:  Both the weed and the rose are strong and resilient. They 
choose to be true to themselves and choose who they want to be instead of what 
others expect of them.  The difference would be that Shakur emphasizes the beauty 
of being strong and independent and Polanco instead prefers what others see as 
“ugly” 

 
Day 5: 
Reading and 
Answering 
questions for: 
My Past Has 
Shaped the 
Person I Am 
Today 

1. Some of the challenges that the author experienced are: homelessness, having to 
move around a lot and change schools, being poor and going hungry, being 
depressed.  

2.  Instead of deciding to drop out, she decided to work hard and stay focused on her 
goals.   As she got older, she started to see and understand the challenges in her 
life in a way that she didn’t understand as a child so she started to want something 
different.  

3. She wants to be able to help others and prevent them from going through what she 
went through. 

4. She has not always been positive, it has developed in her over time.  
5. Answers vary. 

Day 5: 
Reading and 
Answering 
questions for: 
I Am Who I 
Say I Am 

1. One of the positive influences in her life was her grandmother and how her 
grandmother stepped in and took care of her and raised her.  

2. In order to be “healthier” mentally and emotionally, the author had to let go of the 
disappointment and hurt that she felt towards her mother and instead focus on 
appreciating what she does have and who she is.  

3. Because she has experienced struggles and pain, it gives her the ability to 
empathize with others and it has allowed her to grow as a person, become stronger 
and do believe in herself.  



Week 3 Science 
Day 1 - DNA and Genes 
 

1. What does DNA stand for? 
a. Double nitrogen argon 
b. Dioxide nickel acid 
c. Deoxyribonucleic acid 

2. How many types of nucleotides are there in DNA? 
a. Three 
b. Four 
c. Five 

3. Which of the following is not a letter that represents a nucleotide in DNA? 
a. C 
b. G 
c. R 

4. Three letters in DNA make up a word called a _________. 
a. Codon 
b. Chromosome 
c. Gene 

5. What is the shape of a DNA molecule called? 
a. Octahedral 
b. Covalent 
c. Double Helix 

6. Most genes within DNA hold instructions for the cell to make a specific ______. 
a. Chromosome 
b. Protein 
c. Carbohydrate 

7. Over 99% of DNA in different human beings is the same. 
a. TRUE 
b. FALSE 

 
Day 2 - Chromosomes 
 

1. Chromosomes are made from protein and what other molecule? 
a. ATP 
b. Carbon dioxide 
c. DNA 

2. Chromosomes are found inside what structure in the cell? 
a. Membrane 
b. Nucleus 
c. Mitochondria 

3. How many pairs of chromosomes are in a human being? 
a. 23 
b. 44 
c. 89 

4. What form does the chromosome take when the cell is not dividing? 
a. Wound up like a tube 
b. Tubes shaped like an X 
c. Long and thin strand 



5. Which of the following is considered the basic unit of heredity? 
a. Chromosomes 
b. Genes 
c. Enzymes 

6. What does the X/Y pair of chromosomes determine in humans? 
a. What color eyes you have 
b. How tall you will be 
c. Whether you are a male or female 

7. Every chromosome carries exactly the same information. 
a. TRUE 
b. FALSE 

 
Day 4 - The Human Brain 
 

1. The brain is part of which system? 
a. Cardiovascular System 
b. Nervous System 
c. Digestive System 

2. Which part of the brain can learn motor movements? 
a. Cerebrum 
b. Cerebral Cortex 
c. Cerebellum 

3. Which of the following is NOT a function that is controlled by the brain stem? 
a. Breathing 
b. Vision 
c. Digestion 

4. Which part of the brain controls senses like hearing or touch? 
a. Cerebrum 
b. Cerebral Cortex 
c. Cerebellum 

5. What is the surface of the Cerebrum called? 
a. Cerebral Cortex 
b. Cerebellum 
c. Brain Stem 

6. How is energy sent to the brain? 
a. Oxygen 
b. Nerves 
c. Blood 

7. The left side of the brain controls the left half of the body and the right side of the brain controls 
the right half of the body. 

a. TRUE 
b. FALSE 

 
 
 
 
 



Week 3 Social Studies 
 

 

Day1 Step 2 
1. A 
2. D 
3. B 
4. B 

 
Step 5 

1. A 
2. C 
3. A 
4. B 

Day 2 Step 1 
1. Christianity 
2. Torah, Bible, Qur’an 
3. Synagogue, Church, Mosque 

 
Step 3 

1. C 
2. 2 & 4 
3. C 

 
Step 5 

1. Ramadan is a holy month of fasting and prayer for Muslims around the world 
2. Ramadan takes place at a different time each year because it is based on the 

lunar calendar which has 354 or 355 days per years, rather than the solar 
calendar which has 365 days. 

3. People observe the holiday by fasting from sun up to sun down and praying 
multiple times thorughout the day. 

Day 3 Step 2 
1. Women bring different perspectives to the table and bring forward casues of 

women, like their voting rights/suffrage.  
2. Voting can play a role in making sure lawmakers identify with their community 

because the community is who votes them into office.  In doing so, the community 
can choose who they identify with and vote that person into office to represent 
them. 

 

Day 4 Step 2 
1. B 
2. B 
3. D 

 
Step 4 
3. Civil rights are a group of rights that protect individuals' freedom from infringement by 



governments, social organizations, and private individuals. They ensure one's 
entitlement to participate in the civil and political life of the society and state without 
discrimination or repression.  The civil rights movement was during the 1940s to 1960s, 
when black American fought to end racial discrimination and gain equal rights. 

Day 5 Step 2 
1. A national identity is a sense of a nation as a cohesive whole, as represented by 

distinctive traditions, culture, and language.  
2. A study conducted by Pew Research found that language was what really defined 

a country.  Most people believe it is important to speak the national language of 
their country. 

 
























































